Part 2: Quantitative Evaluation Research
Title of the article: Early risk factors and pathways in the development of early disruptive behavior problems
Abstract
The article examines risk factors which are associated with the development of disruptive behavior in preschool kids and across socio-demographic domains. Some of the risk factors the article has highlighted as good predictors of disruptive behaviors at age 1 to 5 years included disorganized attachment classification, maternal personality risk, and child-rearing disagreements. The study found that kids aged 1 year and whose mothers perceived as difficult to deal with showed high levels of aggressiveness. This aggressiveness leads to clinically elevated aggression through age 5. The age 1-5 years predictors of oppositional defiant disorder are aggressiveness, acting-out in situations where self-control is expected, disruptiveness, arguing, and so forth. According to the study, kids suffer from oppositional defiant disorder up to age 8 and no later than that. However, conduct disorder is an elevated clinical issue that a child develops after a previous onset of oppositional defiant disorder. Kids diagnosed with conduct disorders had severe prognosis of oppositional defiant disorder. 
Research Question
The article seeks to answer the question whether or not different risk factors contribute to the development of disruptive behavior disorders. The research questions guiding the study were “What are the early signs of disruptive behavior disorders in preschool children? And what are the risk factors for developing such disorders?”
Independent and Dependent Variables
Both independent and dependent variables were important in developing a hypothesis for the study. Typically, independent variables were part of the “if statement” in which the researcher was trying to examine if it was true things like maternal personality and parenting cognition influences the development of disruptive behaviors among preschool kids. Researchers assert that mother’s personality affects child behavioral development, thus, was an important variable of consideration in the study (McCabe, 2014). The independent variables utilized in the study are the risk factors such as the environment a child diagnosed with disruptive behavior is brought up, maternal personality, and parenting cognition. The researcher utilized these variables in the study because he believed they influence child’s behaviors. The behaviors kids showed were the dependent variables since that were what the researcher was trying to measure. McCabe (2014) explains that in a psychology study, researchers play a greater role in examining how changes in independent variables cause relative change in the dependent variables. 
Participants of the Study
Mothers with kids undergoing therapy treatment for disruptive behavior disorders were the participants of the study. To be specific, participants were required to have kids aged between 1-5 years and should be suffering from disruptive behavior disorders. 
Sampling Method Used to Select Participants
While the researcher wanted to examine different risk factors for the development of disruptive behaviors, selecting the most appropriate sample of participants was relevant. It is also important to note here that the goal of the researcher was to create a sample that was representative of the population the sample was drawn from. Ideally, the research collected data from a number of participants he selected to represent the whole population. The sampling method he used to select participants was simple. He divided mothers whose kids were undergoing therapy into two groups i.e. those whose kids were being treated for oppositional defiant disorders and those were treated for conduct disorders. He then used simple random sampling on each group to form a sample he used in the study. 
Test Used
The researcher wanted to test whether or not different pathways and risk factors lead to elevated disruptive behaviors. To test this hypothesis, the researcher used the p-value statistical approach to determine the likelihood of preschool kids developing disruptive behaviors under the influence of the risk factors discussed earlier on this paper. Test results denoted equivalent predictive validity of aggressive behaviors, which were associated with the risk factors described earlier s(Dougherty et al., 2014). 
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